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	The Heavenly Father Who... (Page 3)


			
			Some time ago I was with a friend of mine who was going to be meeting his dad for the first time in over 25 years! My friend had no memories of him and wasn’t sure how he would feel or react when meeting him. When the moment came, there was obviously no hug or embrace, it was a simple handshake and the sharing of pleasantries and ironically introductions “Hello, I’m… (your dad)” – It was all very awkward. 

On reflecting upon that time my friend said it was like meeting a stranger, he had no feelings towards him at all, and not much desire for his biological dad to be in his life! It was understandable after so many years of nothing. 

Being a father myself has, on several occasions, caused me to think more about how God is Father. It is both mysterious and wonderful to know. The truth is, often the view and opinion we have of our earthly fathers can determine the view and opinion we have of our Heavenly Father, and it’s not always a favourable comparison. 

Over the coming weeks we are going to look at how Our Heavenly Father views and sees us. I can assure you he hasn’t been absent, even if we have! There is no need for pleasantries or introductions here, God knows everything about us and perhaps we will get to understand him more deeply as well. 

“Hello, I’m your Heavenly Father who…” 



WELCOMES YOU

So, he got up and went to his father. “But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him. Luke 15:20


These words are part of the parable that Jesus tells known as ‘The Lost Son’. It’s a wonderful description of who God is and how he views his children. I’m sure for many of us, we know the story well, so I will focus more on what this snapshot from the parable tells us about our Heavenly Father. 

The Father Welcomes us. 

No ‘Ifs’, ‘Buts’, or ‘Maybes’. It’s not because of anything we have done or achieved or said or acted. It’s not about us, it’s about Him. It’s because God is filled with compassion, a love that can’t help itself, that springs into action at first sight. To embrace us and kiss us. 

All of us. 

He welcomed the one who had turned away, He welcomed the one who lived irresponsibly, He welcomed the one who wanted nothing to do with him, He welcomed the one who has wasted his wealth, He welcomed the one who went his own way. He welcomed him back. 

There is nothing awkward here – God was looking while we were a long way off – he runs towards us, he hugs us. This is how the Father is, it’s his nature. I urge you to come back to him, to let him embrace you, to allow the Father to love you as his child. 

And as he welcomes us with all this compassion. May we as a church welcome others in the same way.

– Mark.
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				Some time ago I was with a friend of mine who was going to be meeting his dad for the first time in over 25 years! My friend had no memories of him and wasn’t sure how he would feel or react when meeting him …
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				If you are reading this and happen to have a coin in your pocket or nearby, feel free to grab it and give it a flip! Heads or Tails? Which way did it land? It struck me as I was reading Psalm 59:16 how this simple picture of a coin …
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				For my 14th birthday I asked for a fishing rod. I liked the idea of sitting beside a river, relaxing, chilling out, having a drink and… oh yeah catching a fish! My friend Jamie and I would attach them to our bikes and cycle to a small pond hidden by trees in a field somewhere in Essex! The pond may have been small but there were loads of fish in it and we were guaranteed to catch something! Not all my fishing experiences were very good though …
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				How would you describe yourself in one word? This classic question is often used when playing a ‘get to know someone better game’. It’s one of those questions designed to get you thinking ‘what makes me, me’! … 
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				I think it is fair to say that modern art divides opinion. Some people think it is genius and creative whilst others think it is useless and nonsensical! The reality is all art is subjective, and I suppose that’s the point, if it gets people talking about it just maybe it has achieved its aim.
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				Inspirational quotes have become a bit of a thing. You can buy all kinds of stuff containing a thought provoking, hilarious, heart-warming, or super wise saying to make you feel better or motivate you to do something. They appear on nicely painted wooden plaques or slates, mugs, posters, t-shirts, bags, you name it, and you can most likely buy it …
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				I remember when sat navs first started to become readily available and thought it was the greatest invention ever! Especially on those occasions when my sense of direction goes completely out the window and I am completely lost! The fact our mobile phones can now know our exact location and easily guide us to where we need to be is simply remarkable to me and still something I am so pleased about.
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				My mother-in-law recently told me of the awful moment when she couldn’t find the Christmas decorations and had begun to think that her husband had accidentally taken them to the dump after a big clear out. She even got upset about it which is unheard of! All those years of collecting things, bits and pieces, items made by children and grandchildren, the stuff that can’t be bought or replaced just gone like that! Thankfully they were found re-boxed but unlabelled in a corner of the cellar, much to everyone’s relief.
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				I am a big fan of the Marvel Superhero films (or if you want to be geeky – the Marvel Cinematic Universe) that have been released since 2008, starting with one of my favourites ‘Iron Man’. The film ‘The Avengers – End Game’ was so epic I nearly burst with joy, such was its brilliance. It had everything, oh wow! Sorry I got carried away then just thinking about it again! The basic premise of these films tends to be the same, there is a baddie who either wants to destroy the world or control it, and there is a goodie (the superhero) who comes and saves the day! I love it! OK, I know I may have slightly oversimplified it, but you get it.
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				We have all had those annoying times where we are told that a parcel will be delivered or the person coming to fix a particular thing that has gone wrong will be arriving anytime between 8am – 8pm!! You know how it is, you can’t risk going out or perhaps even going to the toilet because you know if you do that will be the exact moment that it/they will turn up!! So, we wait, hoping and longing that it will be sooner rather than later. The disappointment when they don’t turn up at all is more than a little frustrating.
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